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ONE YEAR ON 
The RFU’s AGM on 12 July marked the end of my 
first season as a Council member.  It has been a 
year of learning about how the RFU works and how 
to influence decisions that affect the game at Elite 
and Community level.  The meetings have at times 
been frustrating and at other times lively, but it is 
clear that most of those entrusted to govern our 
game have Rugby’s best interests at heart, although 
there is still work to be done to lose the ‘old fart’ im-
age. 
 
Next season I will be joining the Finance & Funding 
Standing Committee which makes policy decisions 
for funding for the game, for the distribution of Inter-
national Tickets, reviews the financial stability of 
clubs and  the annual budget of the Union.  It is fairly 
unusual for someone in only their second year on 
Council to join a Standing Committee so I must have impressed someone!  I will also join the CB 
& Clubs Services & Finance Sub-Committee which reports to the newly formed Community Game 
Board.  This sub-committee has as part its remit Seal of Approval and Whole Club Development, 
CB development and funding, Club facilities development, Equity and Safeguarding, and Commu-
nity Rugby funding.   
 
The AGM also marked the end of Brian Williams’ tenure as the 100th President of the RFU.  He 
has stamped his own unique style on the role and has been a great ambassador for the English 
game on his travels around the world, although when I saw him in South Africa last month he was 
beginning to show signs of fatigue after a very busy year.  He will spend the next year as Immedi-
ate Past President before stepping down having served 19 years on Council. 
 
After the AGM Brian and the new President, John Owen from Cumbria, buried a time capsule in 
the plaza in front of the South Stand development. 
 
THE PROFESSIONAL GAME 
At the AGM, in response to a question about RFU support for semi-professional clubs, Manage-
ment Board Chairman Martyn Thomas commented that the RFU wanted two tiers of professional 
clubs, the Premiership and the newly formed Championship, but it would discourage clubs to pay 
players at Level 3 and below.  It wanted to create a level playing field for the Community game 
and paying players either openly or through the use of ’expenses’ or in any way linking the play-
ing for a club to a financial reward was not the way forward.  Since the end of the season we have 
seen three professional clubs in big trouble: 
 Halifax withdrew from National 2 North and will start next season in Yorkshire 6 as a fully 

amateur club 
 London Welsh are in administration and may be forced to withdraw from the Championship 
 Mounts Bay are on the verge of withdrawal from National 2 South although there are hopes 

that neighbouring club Redruth may come to the rescue 
 
In Eastern Counties we have seen more and more clubs playing at lower and lower levels use 
money to attract players, whether by paying them, or offering generous expenses, or by paying 
the air fares of overseas players.  We need to learn the lessons above and realise that at levels 
other than those at the very top this will not be sustainable.  I would welcome your views. 
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2015 RUGBY WORLD CUP BID 
There was good news at the end of June when 
Rugby World Cup Ltd recommended to the IRB 
that England be awarded the 2015 World Cup and 
Japan the 2019 event.  Although this is an impor-
tant step to the competition coming to England it is 
by no means yet decided.  South Africa and Italy 
will be lobbying hard right up to when the IRB 
Council vote on 28 July, to persuade members to 
reject the recommendation and have a four way 
vote to decide where the competitions will be held.  
It looks good for England but we can’t count our 
chickens yet! 
 
 
JULY COUNCIL MEETING 
I wasn’t able to make the July Council meeting but 
Eastern Counties was ably represented by Roger 
Pierson.  I have attached the notes produced by 
my colleague from Middlesex but there are a cou-
ple of points of interest: 
 The Constitutional Review Task Group’s 

(CRTG) report that was so shamefully side-
lined at the previous Council meeting is now 
back on the agenda.  A number of members who voted to file it away realised what a mis-
take that was and a motion to reinstate it was successfully tabled.  Because of the size of 
the report sections of it will be debated at the next four Council meetings 

 Sanctions for playing under age players have been passed with clubs, in the worst 
cases, being liable for deduction of league points and even suspension.  I have seen exam-
ples of 16 year olds playing in adult games on my travels around Eastern Counties and it 
just should not happen.  Clubs that knowingly do so will be severely punished.  It is worth 
looking at the range of sanctions in Appendix 2 of the Council notes 

 The Laws of the Game for the coming season were confirmed with rolling mauls being al-
lowed as I reported in the last briefing.  It was also conformed that there will be no law ex-
perimentation before the 2011 Rugby World Cup 

 
 
RUGBYFIRST 
I attended a meeting of the RugbyFirst project Board in June.  The project is gathering momen-
tum and a number of changes have been implemented and more are to come so I will be arrang-
ing club workshops in the coming season.  The RFU web site is also being revamped and the 
new version should be online in the next couple of months. 
 
 
The next Council meeting is not until October but I hope to be able to report on the committees I 
will be sitting on.  I hope you have found these briefing helpful over the past year but I do rely on 
comments, observations and queries from you so I can make sure we are discussing the issues 
that concern grass roots clubs.  I will be visiting clubs most weekends so please contact me if you 
would like me to come along to your club to talk to you about what matters to you and your mem-
bers. 
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