
It has been a while since my last brief-
ing although I have been posting regu-
lar articles on my blog.  I have managed 
to get some time to write a briefing so 
here is a brief summary of what I have 
been up to over the past few months at 
Twickenham and around Eastern Coun-
ties. 
 
You will all be all too aware of the com-
ings and going at the RFU over the past 
few months with a Chief Executive, 
Chairman and other senior officers 
leaving as well as the recent departure 
of Martyn Johnson.  I have been to the 
Cambridgeshire, Norfolk and Suffolk 
committees to try to keep clubs in-
formed, explain how they can play their part and listen to their concerns and opinions. 
 
It isn’t appropriate for me to make further comments publicly, but we now need to look to the fu-
ture and get England Rugby back in shape both on and off the field. 
 
SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING  
I couldn’t be at the September Council meeting but Eastern Counties was ably represented by our 
Hon Secretary Roger Pierson.  The main item for discussion was the Blackett Review into the hir-
ing and firing of John Steele, and after a very lengthy debate Council voted for the review to be 
made public.  A copy was sent to all club Hon Secretaries and I hope club officers have been able 
to read it.  If you need a copy please ask me and I will email one to you. 
 
Another important decision was the agreement of a core purpose for Community Rugby: 
Strengthening our member clubs and growing the game in communities around them. 
This is to be done by:  
 Retaining & Developing Club Players 

 Recruiting New Players 

 Recruiting & Retaining High quality Coaches, Volunteers & Referees 

 Effective & Efficient Facilities 

 Effective & Efficient Management & Governance 

 Integration with the local community 

The work of CBs and RFU staff will increasingly concentrate on these areas. 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

CB Planning, Reporting & Funding Task Group 
I have been spending more time than usual at Twickenham lately as the work of the CB Planning, 
Funding & Reporting (PFR) Task Group which I chair moves towards how we fund Constituent 
Bodies (CBs) such as Eastern Counties.   We have managed to get the 28 County CBs in Eng-
land to submit annual plans in a standard format but the difficult bit was always going to be how to 
set their budgets. 

We have eventually come up with a formula that takes account of the breadth of rugby activity in 
a CB, with the incentive of a larger slice of the funding pot in the future if it can be shown that the 
game has grown in the area.  There is still work to do but the link between funding and the growth 
of rugby is an important one. 
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The next major piece of work is to come up with a PFR process that will work for the National 
CBs; Schools, Students, Colleges the Army, Navy and RAF, and Oxford & Cambridge Universi-
ties. 

Club & CB Services & Facilities sub-committee 

This has met a couple of times so far this season.  What will have a big impact on the game is the 
launch of the revamped Seal of Approval Accreditation which will be open to all clubs to apply for.  
The number of criteria has been drastically reduced from 68 to just 10 for the standard accredita-
tion, and there will be extra criteria for clubs with Mini & Youth sections and others for those with 
Women & Girls sections.   

The new accreditation still needs to be ratified but it is expected to be launched to clubs in the 
New Year. 

 
RUGBY WORLD CUP 
I was lucky enough to spend a couple 
of weeks in New Zealand in Septem-
ber.  I went with the British & Irish Par-
liamentary Lions to take part in the 
Parliamentary Rugby World Cup 
staged the week before the World Cup 
proper which was won by New Zea-
land (again!).   

I published five online letters from 
Wellington, Rotorua, Auckland, Christ-
church and Auckland again (click the 
links to read them), which go into 
some detail of my experiences while I 
was there, but in brief the scenery is 
stunning, the people are Rugby mad 
and I had a wonderful time.   

 
A RUGBY LIFE 
I have managed to post regular articles to my blog ‘A Rugby Life’ with subjects ranging from Sum-
mer Beach and Touch Rugby, England’s change strip, the loss of Formula One to Sky, Sports-
manship and the joy of Rugby, to my thoughts on the Haka, the passing of Sandy Sanders, and 
the poor uptake by clubs for RFU Cups, as well as reporting on visits to Stowmarket, Sawston 
and Mersea Island Rugby Clubs. 

Go to http://asarek.wordpress.com, take a look and let me know your opinion by posting a com-
ment.   

 

The next Council meeting is on 2 December but you can keep in touch with what I am doing in Eastern 
Counties and at Twickenham by doing one of the following: 

 

Yours in Rugby,  

Andrew 
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Andrew Sarek  Tel: 01206 769733  Mob: 07958 138083  Email: andrewsarek@therfu.com   

 Follow me on Twitter at www.twitter.com/andrew_sarek You don’t need to sign up for an 
account. 

 If you have a Facebook account find me at www.facebook.com/andrew.sarekrfu. This gives 
you a chance to comment and give feedback. 

 Take a look at my blog at http://asarek.wordpress.com.  I update it a couple of times a 
month and there is the opportunity to leave feedback. 
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