
JUNE COUNCIL MEETING 
Work commitments meant that I couldn’t attend the final Council 
meeting of the season but Eastern Counties was ably represent-
ed by Hon Secretary Roger Pierson.  I have attached notes pre-
pared by my Council colleague from Middlesex and also some 
Headlines prepared by the RFU.  These headlines are a new 
idea and part of an effort to improve communications to Council 
Members.   

A few points of interest: 

 With Jason Leonard becoming Junior Vice-President, Phil 
Vickery was proposed and accepted as his replacement 
joining fellow 2003 World Cup winner Richard Hill as a Na-
tional Member  

 I have long been arguing for more tickets for games at 
Twickenham to be made available for volunteers and I 
was delighted that it was agreed that 50 should be made 
available for each of the Autumn Internationals.  Eastern 
Counties will probably be allocated two per game. 

 There was a presentation about the Volunteering Strategy 
for England 2015.  I had seen the presentation the night 
before and the important part for me was that 75% of the 6,000 volunteers needed for the 
event will come from the game.  Eastern Counties is planning a conference in September 
(see below) where I hope that this presentation can be repeated. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The RFU’s AGM didn’t have anything controversial on the agenda but it heralded a new Presi-
dent, Bob Reeves.  Bob has been representing Students on Council since 1995 and has a wealth 
of experience.  We have a common interest in African Rugby with Bob a frequent visitor to Kenya 
and the Sevens circuit.  The theme for his Presidential year will be Rugby’s Core Values as they 
apply to all involved In the game and are what connect the grass-roots players to the England 
teams. 

I should say a few words about outgoing President Paul Murphy, who as Senior Vice-President 
became Chairman after Martyn Thomas stepped down in controversial circumstances.  He helped 
to guide the RFU out of a very dark and difficult time and ended his year as President with the 
organisation in a much better and happier place.  He tried a number of innovations to improve 
communication with Council and the wider game, some successful and some not, but I applaud 
him for trying and I hope that the ideas will continue. 

At the AGM Steve Brown outlined the financial position for the next few years.  Usually the RFU 
has three years of profit followed by a loss in World Cup year due to the loss of home Autumn In-
ternationals.  This cycle will be different as a substantial profit is forecast for the next World Cup 
year of 2015/16, so for the next two seasons the RFU has planned a loss while investing in the 
game to build a lasting legacy from the event. 

 

RWC 2015 LEGACY GROUP 

As I explained last month, the forthcoming Rugby World 
Cup in England will give us the best chance in a gener-
ation to grow the game in this country as never before.  
Eastern Counties has set up an RWC 2015 Legacy 
Group under my chairmanship to help clubs make the 
most of this unique opportunity and encourage them to 
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plan how they will use the competition to recruit and retain players, officials, volunteers and attract 
sponsors and supporters. 

We have organised an RWC 2015 Legacy Conference at Cambridge Rugby Club on Monday 23 
September, 7pm for 7:30pm.  Speakers include Debbie Jevons, Peter Wheeler, and Steve Grain-
ger, and there will be  presentation about the Volunteer Strategy for the Rugby World Cup.  It will 
be an opportunity for clubs to start planning how they can make best use of the Rugby World Cup 
and to start getting their own Cup Champions team together. 

Every Club should nominate try to two or three Cup Champions to lead the planning process to 
get ready for RWC 2015 and reap the benefits it will bring. 

Put Monday 23 September in your diary and discuss at your club who your Cup Champions will 
be.  Meanwhile please contact me if you have any questions or ideas. 

 
A RUGBY LIFE 
Since my last Briefing I have been to Moscow for 
a week taking in the Rugby World Cup Sevens 
finals. It was my fist trip to Russia  and you can 
read my impressions of the country along with 
my view of the tournament by going to the Mos-
cow 2013 page on my blog.  The finals were held 
in the magnificent Luzhniki complex, venue for 
the 1980 Olympic Games, but the very poor 
crowd numbers were a disappointment. 

I hope to post two or three articles a month on 
average so when you have a few minutes take a 
look at http://asarek.wordpress.com and leave a 
comment. 

 

KIT FOR NIGERIA 
An enormous thank you to Bury St Edmunds, North Walsham and Haverhill Rugby Clubs, West 
Suffolk College and Seamus Farrelly of the Wooden Spoon Society for so generously donating 
unwanted shirts and kit .  The 15 bags of shirts and about fifty rugby balls will be transported free 
of charge by DHL in the next few weeks and taken to Nigeria where club and schools will be ex-
tremely grateful to receive it. 

There is so little in the way of playing equipment in the country and every donation means so 
much to those trying to develop the game.  If you or your club have any kit that is no longer need-
ed, let me know and we will arrange to have it taken over as part of a future shipment. 

 

The next Council meeting is in September but you can keep in touch with what I am doing in 

Eastern Counties and at Twickenham by doing one of the following: 

 

 

 

Yours in Rugby,  

Andrew 
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Andrew Sarek  Tel: 01206 769733  Mob: 07958 138083  Email: andrewsarek@therfu.com   

 Follow me on Twitter at www.twitter.com/andrew_sarek You don’t need to sign up for an 
account. 

 If you have a Facebook account find me at www.facebook.com/andrew.sarekrfu. This gives 
you a chance to comment and give feedback. 

 Take a look at my blog at http://asarek.wordpress.com.  I update it at least a couple of times 
a month and there is the opportunity to leave feedback. 

http://asarek.wordpress.com/travels/moscow-june-2013
http://asarek.wordpress.com/travels/moscow-june-2013
http://asarek.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/andrew.sarekrfu
http://asarek.wordpress.com
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MIDDLESEX NOTES ON THE RFU COUNCIL MEETING 
Held at Twickenham - 19th JUNE 2013 

 
 
The meeting was chaired by the President, Paul Murphy. 
 
The meeting held a minute’s silence in memory of John Motum, who passed away recently.  John Motum was the 
longest ever serving Council member. 
 

1. Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
(Paul Murphy - RFU President) 

 i. Council congratulated Danny Hodgson (Council Representative for Northumberland) on his award of 
the British Empire Medal for services to Rugby. 

 ii. The other rugby honours are 
 Rosie Williams OBE (RFU Head of Local Rugby Delivery) for services to Women’s Rugby 
 James Lettice BEM for services to Silloth RFC 
 Gerald Foley BEM for his services to rugby and the community in Bristol 

2. Business Plan & Budget 2013/2014 
(Stephen Brown - RFU Chief Financial Officer) 

 i. Council approved the Business Plan & Budget. 

 ii. A summary of the Business Plan & Budget will be circulated to the Game. 

3. Annual General Meeting 
(Peter Baines - Chairman of the RFU Governance Committee) 

 Council approved the Second Calling Notice for the 2013 AGM 

4. Nominations Report 
(Geoff Simpson - Chairman of the RFU Nominations Committee) 

 i. Council approved the following appointments: 

  National Members on Council:  Richard Hill & Phil Vickery 
 Council Member on ER2015 Board: Geoff Irvine 

 ii. Council approved the recommendation that Alex Murphy be granted Privilege Membership of the 
Union.   

 iii. Council agreed to co-opt Jeff Blackett (currently Disciplinary Officer co-opted onto Council) to Council 
for the 2013/14 season. 

 iv. Council approved the appointment of Council Members to the Community Game Board, the 
Governance Standing Committee, the Nominations Committee and the various Sub Committees (see 
Appendix 1). 

 v. Council approved the appointment of Council Members on other Unions (see Appendix 1). 

5. RFU Regulations 2013/2014 RFU Regulations 2013/14 
(Peter Baines - Chairman of the RFU Governance Committee) 

 i. Council approved changes to the following RFU regulations: 

  Regulation 1 – Definitions 
 Regulation 2 – Application & Enforcement 
 Regulation 3 – Membership of RFU 
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 Regulation 7 – Players 
 Regulation 9 – Player Safety 
 Regulation 10 – Match Authorisation, Tours & Sevens 
 Regulation 11 – The Season 
 Regulation 12 – Match Officials 
 Regulation 13 – Adult Competitions 
 Regulation 14 – Registration of Players 
 Regulation 15 – Age Grade Rugby 
 Regulation 16 – Age Grade Competitions 
 Regulation 19 – Discipline 
 Regulation 20 – Anti Doping 
 Regulation 21 – Safeguarding 
 Women’s Regulations 

 ii. Council agreed to delegate approval of finalising changes to the following RFU regulations 

  Regulation 8 – Agents 
 Regulation 17 – Anti-Corruption 

 iii. Council approved changes to the following competition regulations: 

  Academy U18 
 AASE 
 NatWest Schools 

 iv. Council agreed to delegate approval of finalising changes to the following competition regulations: 

  Premiership 
 Championship 
 LV= Cup 
 British & Irish Cup 

6. Under 10 & Under 12 New Rules of Play  
(Peter Baines - Chairman of the RFU Governance Committee) 

 i. Council approved the discretionary national roll-out of the Under 10s New Rules of Play in clubs across 
all Constituent Bodies from September 2013. 

 ii. Council approved that the Under 12s New Rules of Play be introduced on a trial basis in clubs in the 
Constituent Bodies of Durham, Hampshire and Warwickshire from September 2013. 

7. RFU  RFU Aide Memoire 
(Paul Murphy - RFU President) 

 i. Council approved the Aide Memoire setting out the benefits to be provided to Past Presidents and 
Privilege Members for season 2013/2014. 

 ii. Council noted the Aide Memoire setting out inter alia Council Standing Orders, the duties of Council 
Members, the policies and protocols applicable to Council Members, terms of reference of the senior 
officers of the Union, administrative procedures and the benefits to be provided to Council Members 
for season 2013/14. 

8. International Tickets for Volunteers 
(Steve Grainger - Director of Rugby Development) 

 Council approved the allocation of 50 tickets for each of the Autumn internationals to recognise the work of 
volunteers and delegated authority to the Community Game Board to agree the allocation process and 
criteria. 

9. Appeal by Doncaster Amateurs 
(Paul Murphy - RFU President) 

 i. Doncaster Amateurs appealed the decision of the RFU Governance Committee to reject their 
application for Voting Membership of the RFU. 
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 ii. The Governance Committee rejected the application on the grounds that the Club had not been a fully 
paid up member of its Constituent Body (Yorkshire) for not less than one season immediately prior to 
the date of the application contrary to the requirement of RFU Regulations 3.3(b) and the club’s 
application was not recommended by its Constituent Body contrary to the requirement of RFU 
Regulations 3.3(c). 

 iii. Yorkshire Rugby Football Union considered an application for membership of Yorkshire RFU on two 
occasions and on each occasion the application was rejected by a majority vote of the Yorkshire RFU 
Council. 

 iv. On a majority vote, Council rejected the appeal. 

10.  Media Policy & Guidelines for Council 
(Karena Vleck - RFU Legal & Governance Director) 

 Council approved minor changes to the Media Policy & Guidelines for Council. 

11. Corporate Governance Follow Up 
(Ian Ritchie - RFU Chief Executive Officer) 

 i. Council was informed that the Governance Committee had set up a small group to make 
recommendations on the changes to the RFU Rules required to enact the decisions made at the 
Council meeting in Birmingham on 17th May 2013. 

 ii. All Rule Changes will have to be put to the members at a General Meeting. 

12. Review of Nominations Committee 
(Ian Ritchie - RFU Chief Executive Officer) 

 i. Council approved the terms of reference and composition of a group set up to examine the remit and 
work of the Nominations Committee and to approve the composition of that group. 

 ii. The group will be chaired by Andy Cosslett (Independent Chairman of ER2015 and Non-Executive 
Director on the RFU Board of Directors). 

 iii. The group will report its preliminary findings to the Governance Committee in September 2013 and to 
Council in October 2013 with a view to presenting its final recommendations to Council in November 
2013. 

13. RWC Volunteering Programme 
(Rachel Brace & Lee Rhoden  - Head of HR ER2015 & Head of Workforce ER2105) 

 i. ER2015 is seeking to recruit approximately 6,000 volunteers to support the event and enhance the 
spectator experience.  It is anticipated that 75% of the volunteers will be from the rugby community.  
There will be a fair selection process.  Volunteers are already registering their interest. 

 ii. Volunteers will be required for the following roles: 

  City volunteers 
 Transport (including controlling car parks & driving) 
 Spectator services 
 Other roles (accreditation, accommodation, ticketing & workforce) 

 iii. It is hoped that the volunteers will support the legacy experience. 

 iv. Volunteers will pay their own travel and accommodation expenses and will be expected to commit to 
an average of seven shifts. 

 v. The timetable will be: 

  2014 Q1   Attract & Select 
 2014 Q3/2015 Q3 Offer, Engage, Train & Uniform 
 2015 Q3   Mobilise & Reward 

 vi. The next stages are to: 

  Determine how to fairly allocate the roles 
 Engage with the six legacy groups and the Constituents Bodies to support the recruitment 
 Start the detailed workforce planning process 
 Formulate the communication plan. 

  



Middlesex Notes on RFU Council Meeting  19th June 2013 

 

 

Page 4 of 7 

14. Chief Executive’s Report 
(Ian Ritchie - RFU Chief Executive Officer) 

 i. England Squads 

 a. The England team had a very successful tour to South America winning all three of its games, 
including the two tests against Argentina.  The players acted as excellent ambassadors 
throughout the tour. 

 b. The Under 20s have reached the final of the Junior World Championship in France by beating New 
Zealand in the semi-final and will play Wales on Sunday 23rd June 2013. 
[Post meeting note:  England  23  Wales 15] 

 c. The England Counties were unbeaten on their recent tour to Belgium. 

 d.  Joe Lydon has been appointed as RFU Head of International Player Development.   

 ii. Judiciary 

  James Dingemans QC, who has recently been appointed a High Court Judge, has been recruited as the 
RFU’s Independent Head of Rugby Judiciary.   

 iii. European Rugby Cup (ERC) 

  Discussions are continuing with recent meetings having taken place in Dublin and Paris 

 iv. Rugby Development 

 a. 529 clubs have submitted applications totalling just under £3m for the small grants available as 
part of the 2015 lead up and legacy plan. 

 b. 101 of the 104 schools in phase 1 of the All Schools programme have confirmed their continuation 
into year 2.  They will be joined by a further 100 additional schools. 

 c. Following the announcement of the RWC2015 host cities those local authorities outside of London 
attended a legacy workshop on 25th/26th May 2013.  A London specific workshop is being 
organised. 

 d. As part of the adult competition review league organisers and players met for a two day 
conference on 25th/26th May 2013 with a focus on second XV (and below) competition. 

 e. An extensive programme of club road shows is being planned for the autumn.  These will seek to 
engage the clubs in dialogue around the mini & junior game. 

 f. 250 clubs submitted nominations for the “BMW Junior Player of the Season”.  Each clubs is now 
receiving prizes from its local BMW dealer as part of a strategy to enhance relationships between 
dealers and their local clubs. 

 v. Strategic Plan 

  a. The approved strategic plan has now been distributed to the clubs. 

  b. Staff workshops are now taking place to go into more detail to ensure that it is fully understood 
and embraced by all employees. 

 vi. Commercial 

  Agreement has been reached with Guinness for an expanded partnership role as the Official Beer of 
England Rugby. 

 vii. Stadium 

 a.  The last two months have been very busy with eight major stadium events (matches & concerts). 

 b.  Work on the stadium upgrade programme continues to progress well and continues within 
budget.   

 viii. Rugby World Cup 2015 

 a. The focus for ER2015 has been the confirmation and announcement of the match venues, match 
schedule and vision. 

 b. The strategy for identifying and selecting the official team bases has also been completed with 
tender documents launched to schools, clubs, universities and other known facilities. 
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 c. ER2015 and the RWCL approved the revised tournament budget and headcount.   

15. Chief Financial Officer’s Report 
(Stephen Brown – RFU Chief Financial Officer) 

 i. The 2012/13 revenue & profit targets will be met. 

 ii. The RFU continues to be financially strong. 

16.  IRB Report 
(Bill Beaumont – RFU IRB & Six Nations Representative) 

 i. John Jeffrey has been appointed as Chairman of the IRB Rugby Committee in succession to Graham 
Mourie.  Nick Mallett has been appointed as coach representative on the Committee. 

 ii. The global TMO trial has been approved.  The trial will be effective in the Northern Hemisphere for all 
competitions starting on or after 1st August 2013. 

 iii. The scrum engagement trial has been approved.  The engagement sequence will be “CROUCH – BIND – 
SET”.  The trial will be effective in the Northern Hemisphere for all competitions starting on or after 1st 
August 2013. 

 iv. Changes to Law 3.10 relating to the definition of blood injuries and the threshold for leaving the 
playing area have been approved.  The Law now specifically rules out abrasions and cuts where there is 
no free flowing blood. 

 v. Discussions are continuing on the introduction of a sanction table for players under 18.  Consultation 
will be initiated by the IRB with a view to the matter being discussed at the IRB Council meeting in 
November 2013. 

 vi. Discussions are continuing about permitting junior players to wear goggles. 

 vii. Regulation 10 has been amended to include the new Concussion Assessment protocol and to clarify 
the procedure when there is no appropriately qualified medical person at the match capable of making 
an accurate diagnosis.  The procedure is that the player: 

 a. must be removed from the field of play and not return to play or train on the same day; 
b. should be reviewed by an appropriately qualified person and diagnosed as having concussion or 

not; and 
c.  must complete the graduated return to play protocol described in the IRB Concussion Guidelines. 

  It should be noted that the procedures applies to training as well as playing. 

17. Disciplinary Report 
(Gerard McEvilly - Head of Discipline) 

 i. Following his sending off for match official abuse during the Aviva Premiership Final, Dylan Hartley was 
suspended for 11 weeks and as a consequence was ruled out of the Lions tour to Australia. 

 ii. Richard Cockerill, Head Coach of Leicester Tigers, has been charged with a breach of RFU Rule 5.12 
(conduct prejudicial to the best interests of the game) following his exchanges with the 4th official 
during the same game. 

 iii. The Discipline team undertook 6 regional training/accreditation events for Constituent Disciplinary 
panels during June 2013.  The feedback from the events has been positive. 

18. Council Gifts & Hospitality Register 
(Karena Vleck - RFU Legal & Governance Director) 

 Council noted the report on the Council Gifts & Hospitality Register 

The next Council meeting is on 4th October 2013. 
 

Chris Cuthbertson & Rob Udwin 
24th June 2013 

These notes are our personal recollections of the meeting and include those matters which we believe will be of 
interest to Middlesex Clubs.  No attempt has been made to convey all of the opinions expressed during the 
debates. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
1. Council Members Appointed to Committees & Sub Committees 
 

COMMUNITY GAME BOARD Rugby Growth 
Sub Committee 

Player Development 
Sub Committee 

Malcolm Wharton (Chairman) 
Nigel Gillingham 
Bob Grant 
Deborah Griffin 
Paul Jackson 
Stephen Pearson 
Keith Shurville 
Tim Stirk 
 

Stephen Pearson (Chairman) 
John Chapman 
Ian Elvin 
Norman Robertson 
Andrew Shorney 

Paul Jackson (Chairman) 
David Ewing 
Danny Hodgson 

Club Development 
Sub Committee 

Education Development Sub 
Committee 

Game Development 
Sub Committee 

Bob Grant (Chairman) 
Colin Baldwin 
Neil Hagerty 
Ron Jones 
Peter Kyte 
Charlie McGinty 
Richard Nadin 
Norman Robertson 
Andrew Sarek 
Ivor Smith 
 

Tim Stirk (Chairman) 
Mike Cordell 
Ian Elvin 
Chris Kelly 
Mike Waplington 
 
 

Nigel Gillingham (Chairman) 
Jim Coulson 
Steve Guy 
Keith Shurville 
Graham Thomson 
Robin Wannop 
Jonathan Webb 

GOVERNANCE 
STANDING COMMITTEE 

Competitions 
Sub Committee 

Laws 
Sub Committee 

Peter Baines (Chairman) 
Jeff Blackett 
Simon Collyer-Bristow 
Chris Cuthbertson 
Jonathan Dance 
Stuart Potts 
John Spencer 
Graham Thompson 
Keith Shurville 
 

Keith Shurville (Chairman) 
Rob Briers 
Malcolm Caird 
Andrew Shorney 
Geoff Simpson 

Chris Cuthbertson (Chairman) 
Jim Coulson 
John Spencer 

Schools & Youth Governance 
Sub Committee 

  

Stuart Potts( Chairman) 
Chris Kelly 
Ivor Smith 
 

  

 
 
2. Nominations Committee 
 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Simon Collyer-Bristow 
Jim Coulson 
David Ewing 
David Martin 
Ivor Smith 
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3. Council Members Appointed as Representatives on other Unions 
 

England Rugby Football Schools Union (ERFSU) 
Students Rugby Football Union (SRFU) 
Rugby Football Referees Union (RFRU) 
England Colleges Rugby Football Union (ECRFU) 
 

Geoff Simpson 
Mike Cordell 
Mark Underhill 
Tim Stirk 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Headlines from the RFU Council Meeting 

19
th

 June 2013 

 

Present:  :  P E Murphy (President); R G Wildash (Immediate Past President); Jonathan Dance 

(Vice President); W B Beaumont CBE DL (Chairman and IRB Representative); Ian Ritchie 

(Chief Executive); P W Baines; C W Baldwin; N Bennett; R T Briers; K Brown; K M Caird; 

J E Chapman; S J Collyer-Bristow; M R Cordell; Dr J Coulson; Commander 

J G Cunningham; C J Cuthbertson; J E Douglas; T Edmundson; I T Elvin, D A Ewing; N K 

Gillingham OBE; R I Grant; S T Guy; N R Hagerty; T D Hodgson BEM, D P Hopley; G P 

Jackson; R D Jones; C R Kelly; P Kyte; R Linthwaithe; D C Martin; M McCafferty; 

C McLoughlin; S Miles; R E Nadin; S B Pearson; C S Potts; J Rogers, N J Robertson; 

A A Shorney;  T D Stirk; K D Shurville; G K Simpson; I T Smith; R Tennick; G P 

Thompson; M Tucker; R F Udwin; Col M C H Underhill OBE; Wing Commander P D 

Whiting 

 
In attendance:  Andy Cosslett, Karena Vleck, David Hall (Doncaster Amateurs Appeal), Rachel 

Bruce/Lee Rhoden (RWC Volunteering Presentation), 

Apologies:  HHJ J Blackett, I T Elvin, D Griffin OBE, R A Hill MBE, R J Hackney, G S I 

Irvine, J Leonard OBE, C J McGinty, I R Metcalfe, A W Murphy, R A Reeves, N J 

Robertson, A G E Sarek, K D Shurville, J S Spencer, R D R Wannop, M E Waplington, J 

Webb, M Wharton CBE. Griffin Wannop 

 

1. President’s opening remarks – The President congratulated the Senior England squad for 

their success in Argentina together with the England Counties in Belgium and to the U20s 

for reaching the final of the Junior World Championships.  He also congratulated the 

Womens Sevens who had won the Plate in Marbella. 

 

On behalf of the Council, the President congratulated Danny Hodgson, Council member 

for Northumberland, for being awarded a BEM in the Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

 

A minute’s silence was held in memory of John Motum, Council’s longest serving 

Council member from 1972 to 2008 who had died recently. 

 
2. Conflicts of Interest -   Jim Chapman and Paul Jackson declared a conflict of interest in relation to 

the agenda item relating to the appeal of Doncaster Amateurs.  There were no other new conflicts 

of interest or any conflicts of interest declared by alternates. 

 

3. Approval of minutes – The minutes of the meetings held on 24
th
 April 2013 and 17

th
 May 2013 

were approved. 

 

4. Business Plan 2013/14 Presentation – The Chief Financial Officer gave a presentation on the 

Business Plan 2013/14.  He went through the headlines of the Plan.  KPIs and other targets in the 

Strategic Plan were exactly covered and delivered by the Business Plan. This was year two of a 

four year cycle. The overall spending was in line with the Strategic Plan.  We were looking to 

optimise rugby investment which had been increased by £3.5m.   

 



 

 

Stephen Brown would produce a summary of highlights of the Business Plan for Council. The 

Business Plan 2013/14 was approved. 

 

5. AGM 2013 Second Calling Notice – This was approved. 

 

6. Nominations Standing Committee Report –  

 

(i) Council debated the recommendations within the report of the Nominations Standing 

Committee.  Council agreed: 

 

 Richard Hill and Phil Vickery be appointed as National Members. 

 Geoff Irvine would continue to serve on the Board of England Rugby 2015. 

 Jeff Blackett be co-opted to Council for Season 2013/14 

 Alex Murphy be awarded Privilege Membership 

 

(ii) Two vacancies had arisen to serve on the Nominations Standing Committee. A ballot was 

held to elect two from three candidates.  David Ewing and David Martin were duly 

elected. 

 

(iii) Council discussed the proposed Council members to serve on various standing 

committees and sub-committees.  The recommendations were approved. 

 

7. RFU Regulations 2013/14 – A matrix of proposed Regulation changes was considered by 

Council.  Council approved a number of amendments and delegated authority to Governance 

working groups to conclude outstanding matters on the remaining amendments. 

 

8. U10s and U12s New Rules of Play -  Council considered the papers circulated in the Council pack 

and approved the discretionary national roll out of the U10s New Rules of Play in clubs across all 

Constituent Bodies from September 2013.  It was also agreed that the U12s new Rules of Play be 

introduced on a trial basis in clubs in the CBs of Durham, Hampshire and Warwickshire from 

September 2013. 

 

9. Council, Past Presidents and Privilege Members’ Aides Memoire – Council approved the benefits 

to be provided to the Past Presidents and Privilege Members for Season 2013/14.  It also noted the 

Council Aide Memoire for Season 2013/14.  A few minor amendments to the Council Aide 

Memoire would be actioned. 

 

10. Appeal by Doncaster Amateurs – Jim Chapman and Paul Jackson had declared a conflict of 

interest in this matter.  Council agreed that they could remain in the room whilst this item was 

debated but not vote. 

 

Doncaster Amateurs’ application to become a voting member of the RFU had not been endorsed 

by Yorkshire RFU and therefore rejected by the Governance Standing Committee. David Hall of 

Yorkshire Amateurs addressed Council and requested that the decision of Governance be 

overturned.  After much debate the appeal was rejected.  

 

11. International Tickets for Volunteers – Steve Grainger reported that through the Community Game 

Board, a volunteer recognition strategy was being developed to reward volunteers.  This strategy 

was to be introduced through Season 2013/14.  As part of the strategy, it was proposed to make 

available a number of tickets for matches at Twickenham.  Council approved the allocation of 50 



 

 

tickets for each of the QBE Autumn Internationals to recognise the work of volunteers and to 

delegate authority to the CGB to agree the allocation process and criteria. 

 

12. RFU Media Policy and Guidelines for Council – Subject to agreed amendments, the RFU Media 

Policy and Guidelines for Council were approved.  Media training for Council members would be 

investigated. 

 

13. Corporate Governance Follow Up – Ian Ritchie summarised what had been agreed at the 17
th
 May 

Council meeting in Birmingham.  The main proposals were agreed in principle in Birmingham 

and consequential Rule changes would be looked at by a delegated group of Governance to take 

forward.    

 

14. Review of the Nominations Committee – At the Birmingham meeting it was agreed that the work 

of the Nominations Committee would be reviewed.  Council approved the composition and terms 

of reference of the review group being set up to examine the work of the Nominations Committee. 

 

15. Chief Executive’s Report – The Chief Executive’s report covered an update on the England 

squads.  Joe Lydon had been appointed as Head of International Development with a start date yet 

to be confirmed.  James Dingemans QC had been appointed to the role of RFU Independent Head 

of Rugby Judiciary.  Ian Ritchie reported on the current position with funding and advised the 

CGB would reconsider its agreed plan to move year two and three of the funding to major 

projects and consider options to continue with a small grants programme. The focus for England 

Rugby 2015 had been the confirmation and announcement of match venues, match schedule and 

vision.  

 

16.  RWC 2015 Ticketing – Council approved that the Chairman and CEO be delegated authority to 

agree the RWC 2015 Ticketing Policy and pricing with Rugby World Cup Ltd. 

 

17. Financial Report April 2013 – Council received the financial report for April 2013. We were on 

budget for year end in June. 

 

18. International Reports  - Meeting notes of the May 2013 meetings of the IRB Council, IRB EXCO 

and IRB Regulations Committees were noted. 

 

19. Disciplinary Report – The Disciplinary Report was noted.  There was concern raised in relation to 

the immediate suspension of players in lower clubs who were sent off in matches next season. 

There had been positive feedback in relation to how quickly the Dylan Hartley case was dealt 

with. 

 

20.  RWC Volunteering Programme Presentation – Rachel Brace and Lee Rhoden of ER2015 gave a 

presentation on the volunteering strategy for RWC 2015.  Both had worked for LOCOG and were 

bringing the experience of the Olympic Games with them.  It was estimated there would be 6,000 

volunteers with 75% coming from the game. 

 

21. Council Gifts and Hospitality Register – The Council noted the Council Gifts and Hospitality 

Register. 

 

22. Valete – The President paid tribute to Willie Wildash and thanked him on behalf of the Council 

for his contribution to the RFU whilst on Council.  He also thanked Council Services and the 

Executive staff for their support during his year in office.    

 



 

 

 

Bill Beaumont thanked Paul Murphy for the excellent work he had done as President and for his 

time as Chairman before that.  He and his wife were great ambassadors to the Union and to 

England.   
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